
Scriptures    August 30, 2026 

Modern Testimony           

Hope is the Thing With Feathers by Emily Dickinson 

One: “Hope” is the thing with feathers - 

That perches in the soul - 

And sings the tune without the words - 

And never stops - at all - 

And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard - 

And sore must be the storm - 

That could abash the little Bird 

That kept so many warm - 

I’ve heard it in the chillest land - 

And on the strangest Sea - 

Yet - never - in Extremity, 

It asked a crumb - of me - 

~silence is kept~ 

Ancient Testimony        Exodus 3:1-15 NRSV        

God calls Moses 

Moses at the Burning Bush 

3 Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of 

Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the 

mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame 

of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not 

consumed. 3 Then Moses said, ‘I must turn aside and look at this great 

sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.’ 4 When the Lord saw that he 

had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ 

And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 5 Then he said, ‘Come no closer! Remove the 

sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy 

ground.’ 6 He said further, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, 

the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses hid his face, for he 

was afraid to look at God. 



7 Then the Lord said, ‘I have observed the misery of my people who are in 

Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I 

know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them from the 

Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, 

a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the 

Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 The 

cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the 

Egyptians oppress them. 10 So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my 

people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.’ 11 But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I 

that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?’ 12 He 

said, ‘I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent 

you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall 

worship God on this mountain.’ 

The Divine Name Revealed 

13 But Moses said to God, ‘If I come to the Israelites and say to them, “The 

God of your ancestors has sent me to you”, and they ask me, “What is his 

name?” what shall I say to them?’ 14 God said to Moses, ‘I am 

who I am.’[a] He said further, ‘Thus you shall say to the Israelites, “I am has 

sent me to you.”’ 15 God also said to Moses, ‘Thus you shall say to the 

Israelites, “The Lord,[b] the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the 

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you”: 

This is my name for ever, 

and this my title for all generations. 

Ancient Testimony        Matthew 16:21-28       

The rebuke to Peter 

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 
21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 

Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief 

priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And 

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! 

This must never happen to you.’ 23 But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get 
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behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your 

mind not on divine things but on human things.’ 

The Cross and Self-Denial 
24 Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let 

them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those 

who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 

sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but 

forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
27 ‘For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, 

and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, 

there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the 

Son of Man coming in his kingdom.’ 

 

 


