
Scriptures January 4, 2026 

First Reading 

Matthew 2:1-15 NRSV 

The Visit of the Wise Men 

2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 

wise men[a] from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, ‘Where is the child 

who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 

rising,[b] and have come to pay him homage.’ 3 When King Herod heard 

this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together 

all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 

the Messiah[c] was to be born. 5 They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for 

so it has been written by the prophet: 

6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

    who is to shepherd[d] my people Israel.”’ 

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men[e] and learned from them the 

exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 

saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found 

him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ 9 When 

they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 

star that they had seen at its rising,[f] until it stopped over the place where 

the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped,[g] they were 

overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with 

Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 

opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 

and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 

they left for their own country by another road. 

The Escape to Egypt 

13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, 
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and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to 
destroy him.’ 14 Then Joseph[h] got up, took the child and his mother by 
night, and went to Egypt, 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. 
This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 
‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’ 

 

Second Reading 

Isaiah 60:1-6 NRSV 

The Ingathering of the Dispersed 

60 Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

    and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 

    and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you, 

    and his glory will appear over you. 
3 Nations shall come to your light, 

    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 

    they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 

    and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 

    your heart shall thrill and rejoice,[a] 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

    the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

    all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

    and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
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Third Reading 

John 1:1-14 NRSV 

The Word Became Flesh 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into 

being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 

has come into being 4 in him was life,[a] and the life was the light of all 

people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He 

himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, 

which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.[b] 

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 

world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own,[c] and his own 

people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in 

his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not 

of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,[d] full of grace and truth. 
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