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            of Christ
    First Sunday after  
          Christmas
    December 28, 2025 
           10:30 a.m.

                                   
                            In-Person Worship  
                                   FB Live Streaming



The Mission of Trinity United Church of Christ:
We exist to Love people where they are and encourage them to grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ.
Meditation of the Week: “Christmas living is the best kind of Christmas giving.” ~Van Dyke~

WE GATHER TO PRAISE GOD


Gathering
Feel the Spirit of the community.  Worship is a time of both shared community and private conversation with God. Let us all come to this sacred space to enjoy both the loving fellowship of our common faith and the prayerful quiet that will allow us all to draw closer to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk61602867][bookmark: _Hlk45524400][bookmark: _Hlk118188119][bookmark: _Hlk124236480][bookmark: _Hlk120539317]Prelude: Instrumental Music  

Words of Welcome     Pastor Katie

                                               
[bookmark: _Hlk141694873]Announcements, Joys and Concerns     Pastor Katie



*Call to Community                                          MB Brainerd 	
One: Come, people of God, bring your grief and your longing.
All: We come, seeking sanctuary in the presence of Christ.
One: When the world feels unsafe, God provides refuge.
All: When the powerful deny sanctuary, God makes a way.
One: Here, we gather as a people of peace, hope, and love.
All: O Come, O come, Emmanuel, our refuge and our strength. 

Prayer of Presence
All: God of refuge, you know the fears that haunt our world. You see the pain of the vulnerable and hear the cries of the grieving. Make us a sanctuary of safety, compassion, and justice. Give us courage to protect, mercy to comfort, and wisdom to act as your people of peace. Fill us with your Spirit, and send us to be a refuge for all who seek your care. It is in the name of the One who is our shelter, we pray. Amen





[bookmark: _Hlk196130518][bookmark: _Hlk214270019]*Opening Hymn:   “The First Noel”   #151 (Chalice) 
                                                (verses 1-4)


Litany for the Past Year
First candle is lit
Shana:	We light this candle remembering the children who were baptized this past year into our congregation.
All:	This light beams so that all young people may be able to grow up receiving affection and protection.
Silence


Second candle is lit
Ashby:	We light this second candle remembering all those who have experienced grief and loss in our congregation: the death of a loved one, the ending of a significant relationship, the loss of employment.
All:	This light beams for their continuing comfort and support.
Silence
Third candle is lit
Ben:		We light this third candle remembering all those who have shared in ministry in this place: Ministers, lay preachers, organists and singers, those who offered pastoral care or reminded us of our wider community, those who visited hospitals, nursing homes, cooked meals or offered transport.
All:	This light beams with the compassion of the Christ One in our midst.
Silence
Fourth candle is lit
Belva:	          We light this fourth candle remembering all those who have visited our congregation in recent times and decided to call this place, 'home'.
This light beams in order that we continue to explore and enjoy everything we have received, as a gift.
Silence
Fifth candle is lit
Cindy:	          We light this fifth candle mindful of those who have called us to risk the way of Jesus: to create inclusive and safe, open, and honest communities for all.
All:	This light beams as a symbol of hope in the midst of both challenge and comfort.
Silence
Sixth candle is lit
Pastor Katie:	     We light this sixth candle having each and everyone of us in mind, bearing each other in strengths and weaknesses, anxieties and hopes.
All:	This light beams on the pathways we have welcomed and where we didn't want to go. It will continue to shine for each and every one of us on the new pathways we will tread.
Silence
The Peace
Pastor Katie:   Let us then, take a moment to celebrate each other.
The peace of God is here to stay.
All:	Thanks be to God.
You are invited to share the peace with your neighbors
[bookmark: _Hlk214875112]Choral Response: “Sanctuary” #482 (Worship & Rejoice) 
                                      (sing through 2x)

                          ~silence is kept~

Litany of Praise (based on Psalm 148)	
One: Hallelujah!
Joyfully praise God, everywhere and everything!
     Let praise fill the whole cosmos!
All: Praise God, all races and nations on earth.
     Praise God, all children of the distant stars.
One: Praise God, sun, moon and the planets.
     Give praise, suns, solar winds and comets.
All: Praise God, super-novas and spiral nebulae.
     Give praise, black holes and cosmic mysteries.
One: Praise God, dingo, platypus and wallaroo.
     Give praise, lyrebird, magpie and cockatoo.
All: Praise God, Huon pine, silky oak and tree fern.
     Give praise, Spinifex, mulga and ghost gum.
One: Praise God, jumbo jet and space shuttle.
     Give praise, pilot, navigator and astronaut.
All: Praise God, baker, farmer and supermarket.
     Give praise, hospital, bush nurse and flying doctor.
One: Praise God, all microscopic wonders.
     Give praise, cells, chromosomes and genes.
All: Praise God, atoms, electrons and quarks.
     Give praise, microchips and microsurgery
One: Praise God, Chief Justice, Koori Elder, and Prime Minister.
     Give praise, painter, musician and comedian.
All: Praise God, chapel, church and cathedral.
     Give praise, archbishop, priest and pastor.
One: Let everything praise the goodness of the Creator,
     for God alone can be utterly trusted.
All: God, our God, is worthy of love and adoration.
     Give praise, everything and everywhere!
Hallelujah!

Carols   “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” 
                    #253 (Voices Together)  (verses 1, 2, 5, 6)

Growing Disciples     
                       Children will remain in worship

[bookmark: gospel_reading] WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Reading 	Isaiah 63:7-9		 MB Brainerd   	    			      Israel saved by God’s own presence
Second Reading	Matthew 2:13-23      Pastor Katie
The escape to Egypt
Carols  “Away in the Manger”   #124 (NCH)

The Message
Woodrow Kennington Creates Practically a Miracle,  
written by Katherine Patterson and told by Rev. Lucy Brady

Invitation to Generosity 
 
*Choral Response	“In the Bleak Midwinter”  #128 NCH
                                             (verse 4)                  

[bookmark: _Hlk65182837]*Blessing Our Gifts  
All:	God of refuge, bless these gifts and bless the hands that offer them. Use what we bring to heal the brokenhearted, to shield the vulnerable, and to create places of joy in the midst of sorrow. May our giving be a witness that your sanctuary is for all people. It is in the name of the One who is our shelter, we pray. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer
                              
The Lord’s Prayer

                  MOVING TOWARDS PEACE ON EARTH!

*Carol  “Go Tell It on the Mountain”   #154 (NCH) 					 
* Benediction 	
Prelude to Service
*Carrying the Light into the World 
GO FORTH IN PEACE & SERVE!




Worship Notes and Resources 
Adapted from https://breakthroughseries.org/series/sanctuary, http://www.bruceprewer.com/
The music in our worship is reproduced via our One License number: A-725765.

Leadership
Katie  Penick                             Pastor
Hannah Matthews                     Director of Music 
MB Brainerd                              Lay Reader
Deb Persinger 	                  Worship Committee
Sandy Sanders
Hannah Matthews
MB Brainerd




[bookmark: _Hlk113003943][bookmark: _Hlk113363705][bookmark: _Hlk120619098]ANNOUNCEMENTS
Worship at Trinity UCC for next week: January 4, 2026
First Reading	Epiphany Celebration: Magi Story Adapted from Matthew 2: 1-15    The Wise Ones bear gifts

Second Reading 	Isaiah 60:1-6 
                               Arise! Shine, for a  light has come
Third Reading    John 1:!-14  The Light shines in the darkness
The Message	Eternal Light 

Scrip Gift Cards
Please consider taking part in this program. 
Orders go in the 1st Sunday of the month.
See Sue Myers for more information, 443-375-6788 or
  wsmdem@comcast.net



Submission Dates for Bulletins/Newsletter 
Sunday Worship bulletin – Wednesday
February Newsletters - Monday, January 26th 

Meeting Dates by Zoom
[bookmark: _Hlk175562610]Consistory – January 7 @ 6 pm
Worship Comm – Third Thursday of each month @ 3:30.

Pastor Katie Sabbath Day will be on Fridays! She will not be available on that day. If there is an emergency text, her 
@ 240-418-8028  

Budget Information: 
Amount needed from all sources each week to meet our budget: $2,436.00.
Giving for Last Week: $ TBA                        Attendance: TBA             
Care Fund/Building: $TBA
[bookmark: _Hlk71794468]We offer various ways to give – cash, checks, or on-line at our website www.trinityuccmanchester.org.  Your generous giving allows us to continue our ministries.

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Concerns
Prayers are needed for our World at this difficult time and all those in need.
[bookmark: _Hlk130204723]Prayer requests:
[bookmark: _Hlk181018985][bookmark: _Hlk190075806][bookmark: _Hlk203991126][bookmark: _Hlk212459643]Joanna Garber
Eva Gebhardt, member of Trinity
Shannon Gettman, daughter of Diane
Meg Grim, daughter of Pastor Katie
Sandy Hall, sister of Deb Miller
George Harman, nephew of Karen Price
Jerry Krebs, friend of Deb Persinger
Michael Kulp
Ash Van Nuys
Dewey Parks
Jennifer Penick
Gordon Persinger
George Pietsch
Marc Pulido
Leah, friend of Donna Alban
Jean Simmons
Becky & Willy Smith, niece of Karen Price
Dan and Terry Smith
Randy Smith
Kathleen Stevens
Gina Tollini 
Ronnie Williams
Nora Renee Winters
Shirley Wood 



Coat Drive
Throughout the winter months, we will have a designated box in the lower narthex to collect clean, gently used winter coats. The coats will be taken to NESAP on a weekly basis. All sizes, children and adults are welcomed. Please drop your donation(s) in the box. Please contact Sandy Sanders (443)974-6723 if you have any questions. Thank you in advance for your donation(s)!









[bookmark: _Hlk71793976]Trinity U.C.C. Contact Information
[bookmark: _Hlk130204708]
Pastor: the Rev. Katie Penick       Cell: 240-418-8028
E-mail: pastorkt143@gmail.com
Church Office 410-374-2727    
Church e-mail – trinityuccmanchester@comcast.net 

Website – www.trinityuccmanchester.org
Facebook -   www.facebook.com/ManchesterUCC
President – Sandy Sanders  
Vice President – Hannah Matthews
Secretary – Shana Clark
Treasurer – Sue Myers  
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