
Scriptures  August 31, 2025 

First Reading     Psalm 81:1, 10-16       

Honey from the rock 

One: Sing aloud to God our strength; shout for joy to the God of Jacob. 

Many: I am the Lord your God, who brought you up out of the land of 

Egypt. Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. 

One: "But my people did not listen to my voice; Israel would not submit to 

me. 

Many: So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts, to follow their own 

counsels. 

One: O that my people would listen to me, that Israel would walk in my 

ways! Then I would quickly subdue their enemies and turn my hand 

against their foes. 

Many: Those who hate the Lord would cringe before him, and their 

doom would last forever. I would feed you with the finest of the wheat, 

and with honey from the rock I would satisfy you." 

~Silence is Kept~ 

 

Second Reading      Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16  NRSV 

God is with us 

Service Well-Pleasing to God 

13 Let mutual love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to 

strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing 

it. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with 

them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being 

tortured.[a] 4 Let marriage be held in honour by all, and let the marriage bed 

be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. 5 Keep your 

lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for 

he has said, ‘I will never leave you or forsake you.’ 6 So we can say with 

confidence, 

‘The Lord is my helper; 

    I will not be afraid. 

What can anyone do to me?’ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%2013%3A1-8%2C%2015-16%20%20&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-30228a


7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; 

consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus 

Christ is the same yesterday and today and for ever. 
 

Hebrews 13:15-16 NRSV 
15 Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, 

that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16 Do not neglect to do good 

and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
 

Third Reading         Luke 14:1, 7-14  NRSV 

Invite the poor to your banquet 

Jesus Heals the Man with Dropsy 

14 On one occasion when Jesus[a] was going to the house of a leader of 

the Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him 

closely. 
 

Luke 14:7-14 NRSV 

Humility and Hospitality 
7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honour, he told them 

a parable. 8 ‘When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do 

not sit down at the place of honour, in case someone more distinguished 

than you has been invited by your host; 9 and the host who invited both of 

you may come and say to you, “Give this person your place”, and then in 

disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10 But when you are 

invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, 

he may say to you, “Friend, move up higher”; then you will be honoured in 

the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11 For all who exalt 

themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 

exalted.’ 
12 He said also to the one who had invited him, ‘When you give a luncheon 

or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or 

rich neighbours, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be 

repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 

lame, and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay 

you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.’ 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2014%3A1%2C%207-14%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-25547a

