Scriptures: July 31, 2022
1 Kings 17:8-16 (NRSV)

8 Then the word of the LoRD came to him, saying, ° ‘Go now to Zarephath,
which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for | have commanded a widow
there to feed you.” 1° So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came
to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her
and said, ‘Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that | may drink.” 1 As she
was going to bring it, he called to her and said, ‘Bring me a morsel of bread
in your hand.’ 12 But she said, ‘As the LoRD your God lives, | have nothing
baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; | am now
gathering a couple of sticks, so that | may go home and prepare it for
myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” * Elijah said to her, ‘Do not
be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it
and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your
son. ¥ For thus says the LorD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be
emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the LORD sends rain
on the earth.’ > She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he
and her household ate for many days. ® The jar of meal was not emptied,
neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the LoRrD that he
spoke by Elijah.



Gospel:
Luke 12:13-21 (NRSV)

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
family inheritance with me.” 1* But he said to him, ‘Friend, who set me to be
a judge or arbitrator over you?’ ** And he said to them, ‘Take care! Be on
your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the
abundance of possessions.’ *® Then he told them a parable: ‘The land of a
rich man produced abundantly. " And he thought to himself, “What should |
do, for | have no place to store my crops?” '8 Then he said, “I will do this: |
will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there | will store all my
grain and my goods. ** And | will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” 2° But God said to
him, “You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the
things you have prepared, whose will they be?” 2! So it is with those who
store up treasures for themselves but are not rich towards God.’



