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17 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way of the 

land of the Philistines, although that was nearer; for God thought, “If the 

people face war, they may change their minds and return to Egypt.” 18 So 

God led the people by the roundabout way of the wilderness toward the 

Red Sea.[a] The Israelites went up out of the land of Egypt prepared for 

battle. 19 And Moses took with him the bones of Joseph who had required a 

solemn oath of the Israelites, saying, “God will surely take notice of you, 

and then you must carry my bones with you from here.” 20 They set out from 

Succoth, and camped at Etham, on the edge of the 

wilderness. 21 The LORD went in front of them in a pillar of cloud by day, to 

lead them along the way, and in a pillar of fire by night, to give them light, 

so that they might travel by day and by night.Gospel  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+13%3A17-21+&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-1886a


Gospel Reading: Luke 4:1-13 

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the 
Spirit in the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. 
He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was 
famished. 3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this 
stone to become a loaf of bread.” 4 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One 
does not live by bread alone.’” 

5 Then the devil[a] led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms 
of the world. 6 And the devil[b] said to him, “To you I will give their glory and 
all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I 
please. 7 If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8 Jesus answered 
him, “It is written, 

‘Worship the Lord your God, 
    and serve only him.’” 

9 Then the devil[c] took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of 
the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down 
from here, 10 for it is written, 

‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
    to protect you,’ 

11 and 

‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
    so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’” 

12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’” 13 When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until 
an opportune time. 
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