Scriptures: October 17, 2021
Isaiah 43:1-7 (NRSV)

43 But now thus says the LORD,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for | have redeemed you;
| have called you by name, you are mine.
2When you pass through the waters, | will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
3 For | am the LorD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
| give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopial® and Seba in exchange for you.
4 Because you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and | love you,
| give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
® Do not fear, for | am with you;
| will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west | will gather you;
6| will say to the north, “Give them up,”
and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth—
"everyone who is called by my name,
whom | created for my glory,
whom | formed and made.”
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Gospel
John 1:1-14 (NRSV)

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What
has come into being #in him was life,’@ and the life was the light of all
people. ® The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.

® There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. “He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. ® The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.™

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. * He came to what was his own,! and his own
people did not accept him. 2 But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God, **who were born, not
of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
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