Scripture Lessons — August 1,2021

Isaiah 43:16-21(NRSV)

16 Thus says the LORD,
who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters,
17who brings out chariot and horse,
army and warrior;
they lie down, they cannot rise,
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
18 Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.
191 am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
| will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.
20 The wild animals will honor me,
the jackals and the ostriches;
for | give water in the wilderness,
rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
21 the people whom | formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.



Gospel Reading

Luke 8:1-3 (NRSV)

8 Soon afterwards he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and
bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. The twelve were with

him, 2 as well as some women who had been cured of evil spirits and
infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone
out, ®and Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, and Susanna, and
many others, who provided for them out of their resources.

John 20:11-18 (NRSV)

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to
look™® into the tomb; *? and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the
body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the

feet. 1> They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to
them, “They have taken away my Lord, and | do not know where they have
laid him.” 1* When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus
standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. *° Jesus said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing
him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away,
tell me where you have laid him, and | will take him away.” ¢ Jesus said to
her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew,® “Rabbouni!” (which
means Teacher). 1’ Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because |
have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to
them, ‘Il am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your
God.”” 8 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “l have
seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.
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