SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR SUNDAY, DEC. 20, 2020
Introduction to Isaiah 35:1-10

In the seven chapters leading up to our text this morning in chapter 35 if the
Prophet Isaiah, the story goes back and forth from attacks and oppression on
Israel to periods of redemption; from the siege of Jerusalem to the reliance on
Egypt; from the failure of Israel’s reliance on Egypt to a prophecy of
deliverance from their foes. In our text today from verses 1-10 of chapter 35,
we hear of the “return of the redeemed to Zion.

Reading of Isaiah 35:1-10 The Return of the Redeemed to Zion

35 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,

the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.

3 Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God. God will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
God will come and save you.”

®Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped,;
®then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
"the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;



the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,!
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

8 A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it,"
but it shall be for God’s people;
no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
®No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
10 And the ransomed of the LoRrD shall return,
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Introduction to the Gospel Lesson: Luke 1:26-38

The lesson from the first chapter of Luke, verses 26-38 is titled, “The Birth of
Jesus Foretold.” Even though we will read this text on Christmas Eve, itis a
necessary part of the Biblical story on the Fourth Sunday of Advent in 2020.
This story of Mary’s encounter with the angel, Gabriel, precedes Mary’s visit
to her aunt Elizabeth. Listen to this conversation between Mary and Gabriel:

Reading of Luke 1:26-38 The Birth of Jesus Foretold

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, 2" to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 2 And he came to her and
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”® 2° But she was much
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might

be. 3 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God. 3 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the

2


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+35%3A1-10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18328a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+35%3A1-10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18329b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+35%3A1-10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18329c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24914a

Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. 23 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.” 3* Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since | am a
virgin?”’1 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. ¢ And now, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month
for her who was said to be barren. 3" For nothing will be impossible with
God.” 8 Then Mary said, “Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
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