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Got a High School/College Grad or Retiree  
We would like to recognize those affiliated with 

our congregation who are graduating from high 

school, or other vocational and training programs   

or college (or retiring from work).  

Please provide names, and phone and/or email, 

to our church secretary, Diane Aberts by Sunday, 

May 12. We will contact each person for 

additional information and photograph.   
 

We plan to honor our grads and retirees at our 
annual outdoor Worship in the Park, June 2, 
2019 

 

Watch the Trinity UCC website 

for registration Information 
More information to follow. 

Any questions call the church  

410-374-2727 

Karen Haines has agreed to serve as 

the Director of VBS for 2019.  Others, 

including Pastor Hanberry, are working 

very closely with Karen in planning this 

exciting summer program of VBS.   

Save the Date… 

Vacation Bible School 

July 21-26, 2019 

 
VBS Theme:  Life is wild....God is good! 

 
Day 1 Sunday – When life is unfair, God is good! 
Day 2 Monday – When life is scary, God is good! 
Day 3  Tuesday –When life changes, God is good! 
Day 4 Wednesday–When life is sad, God is good! 
Day 5 Thursday – When life is good, God is good! 

 
 
 
 
Blessing of the Pets 

Worship in the Park 

Sunday, June 2nd 

during 10:45 am worship 

All pets are welcome, but to be considerate 

of our TUCC family, guests and park 

visitors, please keep in mind the following: 

 Pets must be leashed or crated at all times. 

 If on a leash, your pet must be respectful of 
people, other animals, as well as the food 
table and not aggressive.  

 If you prefer that people not pet your animals, 
please bring them in a crate. 

 Please be seated in the designated “pet 
section” during the service 

 Remember to “clean-up” after your pet, so 
please bring your own disposable bags 

 If you feel it necessary, don’t forget treats or 
water/bowl 

 Please know that each pet will receive a special 
blessing near the end of the worship service. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS 

5/08 – Louise Ruby 

5/11 – Linda Hamilton 

5/15 – Eddie Blue 

5/24 – Eric Rodriguez 

5/25 – Elwin Wagner 

5/29 – Katherine Fortino 

5/31 – Karen Price 
 
 

 
MAY ANNIVERSARYS  

5/01 – Norma and Ken Reed  

5/27 – Pastor Gerry and Patricia Hanberry 

5/27 – Bonnie and Noman Greenholtz 
 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and of Concern 

Prayers for Debra Miller’s niece Cindy Jenkins, 

she is recovering from pancreas and kidney 

transplants. 
 

Church Communications Submission Dates  

 Sunday Worship bulletin – Wednesday 

 June Newsletter– Monday, May 20 

 

Contacting the Pastor and the Church Office 

 

To reach Pastor Gerry in an emergency, please 

call him at 301-788-6546 (cell).  
 

For non-emergencies, please call the church  

at (410) 374-2727. Please notify the church of any 

hospitalizations in the congregation. 

 

May Meeting Dates 

Consistory – Wednesday, May 1 @ 7pm 

Worship Committee – Thursday, May 2 @ 

5:30pm  

VBS – TBA 
 

 
 

Sunday, May 26th, Frederick Keys Baseball 

Game –  last day to let Robert know about tickets. 

Monday, May 27, church office will be closed in 

observance of Memorial Day  

Sunday, June 2, Worship in the Park, 10:45 am 

Sunday, June 9, Pentecost Sunday, wear RED 

Summer Worship hours begin @ 10:00 am. 

 
 

 
 
HELPING HANDS MAY 

Offering Stewards are Marge Bailey and Ron 

Zumbrun. 

Deacons at the door are Sue Myers and 

MariBeth Brainerd. 

Greeter is Belva LaMotte. 

Offering Usher is Leslie Brooks. 

Lay Readers:  

          May 5 – MariBeth Brainerd 

          May 12 – Candice Welsh           

          May 19 – Robert Miller 

          May 26 – Marge Bailey 

Acolytes:        

          May 5 – Alex Fantone 

          May 12 – Adriana Brown 

          May 19 – Laci Saunders 

          May 26 – Alex Fantone  

Projector Operator:  

          May 5 – Sue Myers 

          May 12 – Elwin Wagner 

          May 19 – Sandy Sanders 

          May 26 – Sue Myers 

Children’s Church Leaders: 

          May 5 – Candice Welsh 

          May 12 –Michelle Wolfgang-Fantone 

          May 19 – Nichole Saunders 

          May 26 – Sandy Sanders 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Interim Pastor’s Column 

I have a notepad in my car on which I write notes 

and reminders to myself.  Other times, it’s just a 

few items I’m supposed to buy at the store on the 

way home.  Sometimes, I have an insight about a 

sermon I’m working on for the future…maybe 

that’s the very, very near future…like two or three 

days before the coming Sunday.   

 

Often, I will write the name of a book or music 

album I’ve just heard reviewed on NPR.  Even 

more often I will jot down the gist of a quote a 

newscaster reports on a news show.   

 

When I realized this morning, (it’s the Monday 

after Easter Sunday) that I was supposed to already 

have this column into Diane for the Church 

Newsletter, that I hadn’t even written a single word 

yet, I panicked.  Sitting at a traffic light I glanced at 

my notepad and saw two quotes or bunches of 

words scratched out on the page.   With just enough 

time to read one of them, and as soon as I got to a 

parking lot of the place I was going, I re-read the 

words on the page. 

  

They seemed to be quotes from something, 

something I didn’t remember.  The first was:  

“Wake a person up to who she can be.”  I don’t 

remember who might have said that.  I think it was 

a novel I was listening to on a cd from the library.  I 

thought, “that’s interesting.”  Isn’t part of my work 

as a preacher and pastor:  “to wake people up to 

what it is they can be as followers of Jesus Christ?”   

 

I thought to myself, “yes, that is part of my job.”  

That is what I tried to do in my Easter Sunday 

sermon, titled “Fully Alive.”   

 

And then the 2nd quote on my notepad was in the 

form of a question, a rather haunting one:  “Will I 

live long enough to forget my pain?”  Interesting 

for sure.  Will I indeed?   

It was then that I thought:  “these two quotes, 

having come from very different people and times 

seem to go together.  Indeed, if I “can wake up to be 

the person I can be,” then “I will have lived long 

enough to have forgotten my pain.”   

 

Even now, I’m not sure how to process that idea, 

but I think it’s worth considering, even sharing 

with those who even bother to read this column.   If 

you indeed read this I would love to talk about 

these two ideas and how they might just fit together 

in some useful way. 

 

Indeed, if you have not already achieved this 

desirable place in your life, may you “wake up to be 

the person you can be…even the person God would 

call you to be in these days.   

Faithfully, Pastor Gerry 

 

Progress Report from the  

INTERIM PLANNING TEAM.   
The following people are serving on this new 

team:  Marge Bailey, MB Brainerd, Leslie 

Brooks, Lorne Haines, Belva LaMotte, 

Robert Miller, Jackie Nave and Doug 

Rhoten.  The team met once for an initial 

organization session.  We are challenged by 

finding a meeting time that works for 

everyone.  We took off a little time to re-

group to find a compatible meeting time and 

for Holy Week and Easter.   
 

This team will do the following: 
 Work with Pastor Hanberry in developing a 

variety of “study” and “planning” experiences 

for the congregation to revitalize Trinity’s 

Mission and Vision Statement; 

 In revitalizing the Mission Statement of the 

church, the team will help point the consistory 

toward a longer-range vision for future pastoral 

staffing plans for the church; 

 Help our Interim Pastor in planning to carry out 

some or all of the traditional 

Interim/Transitional Developmental Tasks:  ► 

Heritage and History; ►Leadership; 

►Mission; ►Renewal of Connections with 

larger church; and ►Vision for the future; 

 Help the congregation to answer these three 

questions:  “Who are we?” “Who are our 

neighbors?” and “What is God calling us to 

do?” and finally, to Carry out a “Story Project” 

that will create and share three types of stories:  

►Celebration Stories; ►Renewal Stories; and 

►Future Stories. 



 
Food Bags for Backpacks Project 

 

The 2018-2019 food bags for backpacks program 

made it through another successful year. Thanks 

to everyone who contributes in any way to this 

very worthwhile project. We will be advising our 

Trinity Family when we will be starting again in 

the fall. Thanks so much!! 

 

Lexis Notes 

Alleluia! Christ is risen indeed! Now that spring 

weather is here and the days are getting longer, it 

is easy to be joyful during the Easter season. 

Some of what we will focus on during worship 

includes living as witnesses of the resurrected 

Christ. No doubt, worship will be joyful as we 

continue to celebrate and study Jesus' 

resurrection and appearances to his disciples. 

Hopefully, our worship and music will also inspire 

us to deepen our faith and live more fully in the 

reflection of Christ. 

 

 

Worship in the Park on June 2 

The service begins at 10:45 am, followed by the 

annual church picnic (More details to follow in the 

bulletin.)  

 

 

Summer Worship Hours Begin on June 9  

@10:00 a.m. (Children’s Church TBA) 

 

 

Worship at Trinity UCC in the Month of May: 

May 5, 2019 (10:45 a.m.) – Third Sunday of 

Easter 

Theme:  Encountering Jesus on the Beach 

Acts 9:1-6; Psalm 30; Rev 5:11-14; & Joh 21:1-19 

Sermon:  “Resurrection Witnesses:  Then Feed 

My Sheep” 
 

May 12, 2019 (10:45 a.m.)  -- Fourth Sunday of 

Easter 

Mother’s Day 

Theme: “We Are Witnesses Too” 

Acts 9:36-43; Ps 23; & John 10:22—30 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism – Reid Dell 

Sermon:  “Belief Vs. Faith in Action” 
 

May 19, 2019 (10:45 a.m.) – Fifth Sunday of 

Easter 

Theme:  A New Commandment of Witness 

Acts 11:1-18; & John 13:31-35 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism – Fynn Krawczyk 

Sermon:  “Not Hindering God”  
 

May 26, 2019 (10:45 a.m.) – Sixth Sunday of 

Easter 

Theme:  “Witnesses Together” 

Acts 16:9-15; & John 14:23-29 

Sermon:  “Better Together”   
 

 

4.15. 2019 
 

Wow!! Members of U.C.C. gave me a card 

shower on my 94th birthday. Had several other 

surprises. Miss coming to church. Through the 

years things change so you go with the flow. 

Thanks and God Bless 

Arlene Nott 
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4. 22. 2019 
 

Thank you Ron Zumbrun and Bonnie Greenholtz 

for donating the assorted cards for the card 

ministry! 

Judy Miller 

 

FUNDRAISING TEAM UPDATE 

Buy A Brick: 

The fundraising team would like to thank 

everyone who supported our Buy A Brick 

fundraiser.  There has been a slight delay on the 

start of our project as we work out the details and 

color choices with our brick layer.   Anyone that 

has questions about a brick order, please contact 

Karen Price at kjprice@live.com.  

BINGO: 

We would also like to thank everyone that 

supported our BINGO on April 27th. Fundraising 

results will be published next month.  A special 

thanks for Doug Myers for all his time and work in 

planning this huge event, purchasing food and 

supplies and for collecting over $950 in gift card 

donations for our BINGO raffle.   

HAMPSTEAD FARMER’S MARKET: 

Just a friendly reminder that the breakfast crew 

will be set up at the Hampstead Farmer’s Market 

every Saturday in July selling their delicious egg 

sandwiches.  

 

2nd Annual MVHS 

Heritage Festival and SGA Talent 

Show 
Thursday, May 16, 2019 

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

Manchester Valley Courtyard  

by cafeteria 

 

Frederick Keys Baseball & 

Fireworks  

Mark your calendars for the 

Frederick Keys Baseball 

Game on Friday, August 16, 

@ 7pm. There will be fireworks immediately after 

the game.  

If we buy 25 or more tickets, the cost for reserved 

seats will be: 

        Adults - $10 (ages 13 – 59) 

        Seniors - $7 (60 & over) 

        Youth (ages 3-12) and Active Military - $7  

Kids who sign up for Kids Club will receive Club 

Drawstring Bag, Free Hot Dogs and Free Fun 

Zone ticket! 

Please let Robert Miller know by May 26, if you 

are planning to attend and whether you would be 

interested in riding the bus. There is a possibility 

that bus transportation will be provided and 

subsidized by the churches attending. 
 

April 2019 Consistory Meeting Highlights  

The monthly meeting of the consistory members 

was held on April 02, 2019 

Minutes: March consistory minutes were 
approved as written 
 
Treasurer’s Report: No Report 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Gerry submitted his 
monthly report. First meeting of Interim Planning 
Team has been held and will meet again next 
week. Bible study is going well. VBS planning is 
under way with Karen Haines and Pastor Gerry 
working together. We have two baptisms 
scheduled in May. Catoctin Association is starting 
a new mission project in Guatemala. Pastor Gerry 
will be traveling there to help with planning 
Property: We are waiting for brickwork estimate, 
then we can get congregational approval shortly 
after Easter. 
 

Finance: No report 
 

Personnel: Diane is open to more hours  

mailto:kjprice@live.com


Evangelism: The committee is organizing soup, 
bread and desserts for remaining Lenten Bible 
study. There will be fellowship time after church 
on Easter Sunday, April 21st. 
 
Christian Education: Children made baskets for 
Shepherds staff and are practicing for music Palm 
Sunday and Easter. 
 

Worship The worship committee hopes to get 
feedback on how communion during Lent was 
received, perhaps do an in depth study of 
communion to see if the congregation would want 
to do weekly.  
 

Caring Ministry: No report 
 

PPR: No report 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
- Lenten Offering: Lenten offering has been 
designated to go to NESAP. 
- VBS: is scheduled for July 21-26, more planning 
is underway. 
- Fredrick Keys: Date is Friday, August 16, cost is 
$7.00 for kids and seniors (60 and over), others 
$10.00, cutoff date to order and pay for your 
tickets is Sunday, May 26th. We passed a motion 
to support spending $100 toward getting bus. 
- Service in the Park: Sunday June 2nd, pavilion is 
rented. We discussed including a blessing of pets 
and celebrating graduations. 
 

New Business: 
-Bible Study Evaluation: We would like to 
continue discussion about bible study next 
month after Easter is over.  
- Community Cross Walk takes place Good 
Friday in Westminster, we will place flyer in 
bulletin. 
- Better Angels Workshop: Consistory 
approved May 11th for another workshop to be 
held at Trinity. 
- Church Banner is ripping and needs to be 
replaced or taken down.  

 
Next Meeting:  Wednesday, May 01, 2019 at 

7:00 pm 

 

 

The “Behind the Scene” Lenten – Easter 
Helpers – Thank You! 

Lent was a very busy time for the Worship 
Committee, requiring the unseen and too often 
unacknowledged  “behind the scenes” work done 
by such church members as worship committee 
members Sandy Sanders and Deb Persinger, 
who, along with Deb’s husband Gordon and so 
many other church members, contribute to our 
enjoyment of a beautiful and meaningful Lent, 
Holy Week, and Easter experience.  Just to 
highlight a few instances of this “behind the 
scenes” work, Deb and Gordon Persinger, who 
give of themselves in service throughout the year 
in too many ways to count, changed the draping 
on the outside cross three times - for Lent 
(purple), Good Friday (black), and Easter (white), 
and prepared the rough-hewn Good Friday cross 
which becomes the Easter cross by adorning its 
entire front side with beautiful white, purple and 
golden lilies.  Sandy, in addition to all the behind 
the scenes service work that she does all the 
other weeks of the year, organized the orders and 
the set-up of the 53 Easter lilies, mums and tulips 
that gave such wonderful color to the chancel, 
and, along with Deb, prepared the weekly 
communion elements and changed the altar 
paraments throughout the Lenten season.  Deb 
and Sandy also participated in the Saturday 
Easter Vigil, each taking one hour of the vigil, 
along with Trinity members Marge Bailey, Robert 
Miller, Michelle Wolfgang-Fantone and Penny 
Ludwig. The Easter Vigil held in hour shifts on 8-4 
on Easter Saturday provided us with a sacred 
time and space for prayer and meditation away 
from the activity of Easter chancel preparations, 
as we made our transition out of our 40 days of 
Lenten contemplation to the amazement and 
wonder that comes with Jesus’s resurrection.   
Alleluia!   



 

 

 

The Origins of Mother’s Day and Father’s Day 

 This year May 12 is Mother’s Day and June 16 is Father’s Day.  What are the origins of those two 
celebrations?   At the April Worship Committee meeting Sandy Sanders shared with us the story of the 
origin of Mother’s Day, telling us that the founder, Anna Jarvis, started the Mother’s Day celebration in 
1908 as a memorial for her mother, Ann Jarvis, at St. Andrew’s Methodist Church in Grafton West Virginia, 
which now is recognized as the site of the International Mother’s Day Shrine.  Ann Jarvis had been a peace 
activist who cared for wounded soldiers on both sides of the American Civil War, and created Mother's Day 
Work Clubs to address public health issues. Anna Jarvis wanted to honor her mother by continuing the 
work she started and to set aside a day to honor all mothers because she believed a mother is "the person 
who has done more for you than anyone in the world". It is customary at many churches to give each 
mother, or all the women, a pink carnation, but I learned on Wikipedia that Anna Jarvis's original concept 
was that a white carnation be given to each mother at the service, because for her the white carnation had 
the following symbolism:    

Its whiteness is to symbolize the truth, purity and broad-charity of mother love; its fragrance, her 
memory, and her prayers. The carnation does not drop its petals, but hugs them to its heart as it 
dies, and so, too, mothers hug their children to their hearts, their mother love never dying. When I 
selected this flower, I was remembering my mother’s bed of white pinks. 

The first observance of a "Father's Day" was held on July 5, 1908, in Fairmont, West Virginia, in the 

Williams Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church South, now known as Central United Methodist Church.  

Grace Golden Clayton was mourning the loss of her father, when in December 1907, the Monongah Mining 

Disaster in nearby Monongah killed 361 men, 250 of them fathers, leaving around a thousand fatherless 

children. Clayton suggested that her pastor Robert Thomas Webb honor all those fathers."  On June 19, 

2010, two years later, a totally separate celebration of fathers, inspired by another devoted daughter, was 

held in Spokane, Washington by Sonora Smart Dodd. Sonora's father, William Jackson Smart was a civil 

war veteran and single parent and after hearing a sermon on Jarvis' Mother's Day, she suggested to her 

pastor that fathers and fatherhood too should be similarly celebrated and, after some deliberation, the 

concept was accepted by the church and a sermon was held. However, it was almost 70 years before 

fathers got their national holiday:  In 1966, President Lyndon B. Johnson issued the first presidential 

proclamation honoring fathers, designating the third Sunday in June as Father's Day. Six years later, the 

day was made a permanent national holiday when President Richard Nixon signed it into law in 

1972.  While the carnation (white or pink) is known as the traditional flower of Mother's Day, the rose (red 

or white) is the official flower of Father's Day.  
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 May  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Notes: Church 
Office opened: 
Mon, Tue, Thur, 

(9am -1pm) 
except where 

noted. 

  1 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Consistory 
7:00pm 

 

2 
Worship 

Committee  

5:30pm 

 

 

 

 

Choir 7:30pm 

3 
 

4 
 

5      Third Sunday 
of Easter 

Holy Communion 
Worship/Children’s 

Church 10:45am 
 

6 
 

7 

 
 
 
 
 

 
AA meets 

8:30pm 

8 
 
 

9 
 

 

 

 

Choir 7:30pm 

10 
 

11 
 

12 Fourth Sunday 
of Easter 

Worship/Children’s 
Church 10:45am 

Blessing of Prayer 
Shawls 

 
Mother’s Day 

13 
 

14 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AA meets 

8:30pm 

15 
 

16 
 

 

 

 

 

Choir 7:30pm 

17 
 

18 
 

19   Fifth Sunday 
of Easter 

Worship/Children’s 
Church 10:45am 

Food for Food bags 
due 

 
 

20 
June Newsletter 

articles due 

21 
 
 
 
 

AA meets 
8:30pm 

22 
 

23 
 

 

 

 

Choir 7:30pm 

24 
 

25 
 

26  Sixth Sunday 
of Easter 

Worship/Children’s 
Church 10:45am 

Blessing of  

Food bags 

Last day to let 
Robert know about 

the Keys Game 

 
 

27 

 
Memorial Day 

Church Office 
Closed 

28 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

AA meets 
8:30pm 

29 
 

30 
 

Ascension Day 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir 7:30pm 

31 
 

 

. 
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