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If you are looking for warm people who will love you just as 

you are, consider worshiping with us. Trinity United Church of 

Christ has been welcoming seekers for over 250 years, and we 

invite you to be part of our long tradition of welcoming! Worship 

at Trinity is participative, held in a beautiful traditional sanctuary 

with inspiring sermon series and a diverse musical offering from 

our choir and congregation.   

Our faith is 2,000 years old. Our thinking is not.  We believe in 

God’s continuing testament. This is why we are committed to 

hearing God’s ancient story anew and afresh in our lives and in the 

world today. We try to remain attentive to God’s creative 

movement in the world. Religion and science are not mutually 

exclusive, and your head and heart are both welcomed into our 

places of worship. We prepare our members and leaders to be 

engaged in ministry in the present and future church, and we 

embrace all kinds of communities and new modes of thinking. 

Why? Because God is still speaking. 

Beyond Our Walls.  Trinity is committed to the community 

beyond our walls in Manchester, or even in Carroll County.  We 

are involved in a variety of outreach efforts in the name of Christ.  

Food Bags for Backpacks:  Food items are collected monthly 

during the school year for Manchester Elementary School for 

students who receive Free/Reduced meals.  Cold Weather 

Shelter:  We cook for the residents of and staff the cold weather 

shelter in Westminster, MD. We began this effort in two years ago 

by working at the shelter one night and have expanded to working 

two nights during the winter months. Prayer Shawls are made and 

blessed monthly for those needing a spiritual touch.  Caring 

Committee:  The caring committee responds to emergency 

requests from the community. We partner with Human Services 

Programs and NESAP to guide individuals to resources available 

in the community.  
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Questions about God are changing. Not only 

are the questions changing, but how we ask questions about God is also 

changing. Do you have questions about God but are afraid to ask? Do 

you have questions about God but don’t know who to ask? Trinity UCC 

is a place where we encourage both asking questions and challenging 

traditional answers. 

The tragedies of 9/11, Sandy Hook, hurricane Katrina and a host of 

school-based shootings just to name a few, trigger many questions. Why 

did God let this happen? What is God trying to teach us? How does God 

want us to respond? These questions imply that God is other — separate 

or removed from us and our world. Discarding the traditional idea that 

we live in a “three-tiered universe,” with God UP in the heavens above, 

with people here BELOW on the earth, and with the underworld DOWN 

UNDER, where we don’t want to go, and with the “church mediating the 

space between heaven and earth, “we now live in a theologically 

flattened world.” 

In her 2015 book, Grounded: Finding God in the World, Diana Butler 

Bass explores one of the most consequential questions that have arisen 

from this theological shift. When her seat-mate on a cross-country flight 

discovers that Bass is an author of religious books, he says, “I used to be 

religious, but…I left the church. It doesn’t make much sense in the world 

as it is now, BUT…I still believe in God. I’d say I am a spiritual person.” 

Bass then asks a crucial question, “What do you mean by that? Who is 

God to you?” Her seat-mate describes how he finds God in nature, in his 

relationships, and in his work life. The question “Who is God?” has 

become “How is God revealed to me?” 

In this five-Sunday sermon series, our pastor, the Rev. Dr. Gerry 

Hanberry, will explore some new ways to ask questions about God as 

more and more people move away from the church. 

Come and join us as we explore these two revolutionary questions: 

“Where is God?” and “How is God working in your life?” Come and join 

us as we explore new spiritual ground for discovering that God is 

everywhere. 



“Finding God in Your World 

– Exploring New Questions about God” 

 

Sunday, September 9, 2018– 10:45 a.m. 

Theme: “Finding God in Each Person” 

Scripture Lessons: 1 John 4:15; Psalm 139:1-6  

Sermon/Reflection: “Where is God? And Me”  

 

Sunday, September 16, 2018 – 10:45 a.m. 

Theme: “Finding God in the Dirt” 

Scripture Lessons: Genesis 2:4-9 & 9:20; Matthew 13:18-23; 

John 9:6-7 

Sermon: “Where is God? And Dirt” 

 

Sunday, September 23, 2018 – 10:45 a.m. 

Theme: “Finding God in the Water” 

Scripture Lessons: Genesis 8:6-14; John 4:7-15; Revelation 

22:1-2, 17 

Sermon: “Where is God? And Water” 

 

Sunday, September 30, 2018 – 10:45 a.m. 

Thanksgiving Potluck, immediately following worship 

Theme: “Finding God in the Sky” 

Scripture Lessons: Psalms 115:1-3, 16; John 3:16 

Sermon: “Where is God? And the Sky” 

 

Sunday, October 7, 2018– 10:45 a.m. 

Theme: “Finding God in the Neighborhood” 

Scripture Lessons: Genesis 18:1-15; Matthew 22:34-40; 

Qur’an 4:36 

Sermon: “Where is God? And Community” 

  


