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For some time, our church has been subscribing to an online worship planning resource known as the 
Worship Design Studio.  The founder of this service, Dr. Marcia McFee develops worship series and 
accompanying materials for those series. 
 
Months in advance, Ben and I review possible worship themes to recommend to those involved in 
worship planning including our Worship Committee and those who participate in our worship planning 
retreats. No way did any of us have the restoration project on our minds when this series was chosen. 
 
Yet, it seems to be no coincidence that today’s Biblical story is about a roof and Jesus healing a man 
who was lowered from a roof by the man’s friends. 
 
Before we get to the Biblical story, let’s consider our Emerge theme which has been focusing on the 
stages of a butterfly. This week the butterfly has shed its cocoon, learned to fly, and is soaring to new 
heights. Anything is now possible for that caterpillar who was transformed into a butterfly. Nothing can 
hold the butterfly back. 
 
In today’s Biblical story, nothing is holding the friends of the crippled man back. When the crowds 
make it impossible for the friends of the crippled man to get him to Jesus, they break through 
the roof of the home where Jesus is teaching. This man’s friends open up a hole in the roof 
in order to make room for their friend to see Christ. They lower the man into the hole. 
 
Here at Trinity we have been thinking a great deal about our roof lately. Do we need to take 
it off to repair our rafters? If only, it was as easy to do so in these times as it was in Jesus 
day. 
 
Here is how one online resource describes how this was done in the time of Jesus: 
 

A first century home in Palestine had a flat roof composed of large stone tiles which were 
easy to remove and easy to replace. The tiles were sometimes covered with dirt or sod 
for insulation purposes. So there was no need to rip up shingles and saw through beams 
in order to make a sizable opening in the roof! 
 
Also a first century home had an outside staircase up to the flat roof. This enabled the 
four men to carry their friend and his bed up to the rooftop without spilling him and without 
employing an elaborate ladder or block and tackle system! The "bed," of course, was not 
a heavy inner spring mattress and frame but a lightweight pallet or mattress-like pad. 
Thus the hole in the roof was not gigantic in size! 1 

  
Although it was much easier for these men to make a hole in the roof than it is for us to do 
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so, you still have to give this guys an A+ for creativity, persistence, and faith.  They knew 
their friend needed to see Jesus so they made a way where others might not have seen a way 
or been bothered to make a way. They did not leave their friend at the side of the road without 
hope. 
 
It has not escaped me that raising our roof might allow us as a congregation to let in new light 
and allow us to see new ways of moving and being in the world. It might set us free (like the 
butterfly with its matured wings or the crippled man who is set free by Jesus.)  
 
When the Worship Committee meets monthly, we begin our meetings with a time of devotion. 
At our May meeting, I read something written by Lee Strobel. 
 
Lee Strobel is the former award-winning legal editor of The Chicago Tribune and best-selling author of 
more than twenty books. Stroebel is an 
atheist-turned-Christian. His classic book, The Case for Christ, details his conversion to 
Christianity.  For the last twenty-five years, his life’s work has been to share the evidence that supports 
the truth and claims of Christianity and to equip believers to share their faith with the people they know 
and love.2 
 
The following devotion is about being called to be Christ’s hands and feet in the world. Strobel 
begins with this quote by William Temple: 
 
Christianity is the only co-operative society that exists for the benefits of non-members.  
  William Temple 
 

“Tour-bus Christians” drive comfortably through life as they gaze out the window at others who 
are elbow-deep in the daily adventure of serving God and working among spiritually needy 
people. 
 
Tour-bus Christians are insulated from the real-world activity and excitement of God's work. 
They may avoid some of the pain that's involved, and they may protect themselves from the 
difficulties and struggles, but there's no real adventure on a tour bus. They miss out on the 
excitement of living at the edge of expectation. They don't experience the tremendous counter-
cultural truth that the more Christians pours [themselves] out serving others in God's name, the 
more God will fill [them] to overflowing. The adventure comes when you tell the tour bus to 
stop, and you jump off and say: 
 
Lord, I want to get into the fray. I want to play a role in the biggest adventure story of all time.  
 
Use me to make a difference. Use me to impact a young person for You. Use me to solve 
someone's problem. Use me to soothe someone's pain. Use me to answer someone's prayer. 
Use me to feed someone who's hungry.  
 
Use me: 
to rescue a child.  
to bring someone to You.  
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to ease someone's loneliness.  
to raise a godly family.  
to deepen someone's faith.  
to cheer someone on.  
 
Use me to help a broken person understand that she or he is precious in Your sight. Use me to 
touch lives in Your name.  
 
I don't want to just observe cathedrals through my bus window; I want to roll up my sleeves 
and build one! Lord, use me to build a living cathedral dedicated to Your glory.3 

 
At first, it might seem like that author is finger pointing at those who are not willing to do their part to 
feed God’s sheep. But it is important to note that Strobel is clear that when we stay on the bus, we 
are missing an opportunity for God to fill us to overflowing.  
 
It is in the going forth, answering the call to “send me” that God uses and fills us. 
 
It is the final words of Strobel’s reading that stuck with me:  
 
Lord, use me to build a living cathedral dedicated to Your glory. 
 
We can put all the money in the world into this building. Unless we get out of the building (or bus) for 
the sake of God’s glory, use the hole in our roof to allow us to soar to new heights, our building is our 
ministry, rather than a vehicle for serving Christ. 
 
This week I received a call from Barbara Mass, Robin Purkey’s cousin. Barbara’s mother, Kathryn 
Price attended Trinity many years ago. Kathryn was recently admitted to hospice. Kathryn passed 
into God’s glory last Sunday. Barbara called to ask if we might hold her mother’s memorial service 
here. I explained that our sanctuary was not available. She wanted to have the service here anyway. 
And because her mother had been cremated, Barbara wanted to wait until June to have the service 
at a time which might suit the family best. 
 
Ben and I talked a bit about how we would use the Fellowship Hall for a memorial service. We talked 
about setting up a microphone and other adjustments we would need to make. But the whole time 
we talked, I kept looking at the stack of boxes around the edges of this room (which seem to be 
growing.) 
 

I emailed Barbara to say that Ben and I were both available on June 24 for the service. And then 
added this: 
 
One thing you will want to know is that right now our Fellowship Hall has many boxes stacked around 
the perimeter of the room. We are keeping it as neat as possible but it will look a bit crowded. In the 
end, the church is not the building rather it's the place where people come to be comforted and lifted 
up. This Trinity can do for you and your family. 
 
Barbara replied: 

                                                           
3Lee Strobel, Inside the Mind of Unchurched Harry and Mary: How to Reach Friends and Family Who Avoid God and 
the Church (adapted) 

http://www.amazon.com/Inside-Mind-Unchurched-Harry-Mary/dp/0310375614/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1462497488&sr=8-1&keywords=inside+the+mind+of+unchurched+harry+and+mary&linkCode=ll1&tag=riverwotehcno-20&linkId=a6e6e1e79e79042ffa4df0ed364f6b30
http://www.amazon.com/Inside-Mind-Unchurched-Harry-Mary/dp/0310375614/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1462497488&sr=8-1&keywords=inside+the+mind+of+unchurched+harry+and+mary&linkCode=ll1&tag=riverwotehcno-20&linkId=a6e6e1e79e79042ffa4df0ed364f6b30
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You are correct - it is about the people there celebrating the life my mom lived - not where it is held or 
how many boxes are in the room. 
 

My prayer for our congregation is that the hole in our ceiling will be a place where those who need 
Christ’s healing touch can be lowered in. My prayer is that we get off the bus and sense God fill us. 
My great hope is as we repair our church that we remember that we are called to build a living 
cathedral of our lives. 
  
Amen 

 
 
 


